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1.Amerikaanse politiek en ideologie

2.Anatomie van de disfunctie
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RELIGIEUZE UTOPIE
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Pilgrim Fathers

City upon a Hill
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The pilgrimage 

and the 

migration are 
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RELIGIEUZE UTOPIE
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Exceptionalism
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We hold these Truths to be self-
evident, that all Men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness --
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Pilgrim Fathers
Founding 
Fathers
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AMERIKAANSE REVOLUTIE

Rechtsstaat
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AMERIKAANSE REVOLUTIE

Rechtsstaat

Emancipatie
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AMERIKAANSE REVOLUTIE

Rechtsstaat

Emancipatie
abolitionisme

burgerrechten

vrouwenrechten

LGBTQIA+
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AMERIKAANSE IDEOLOGIE: BOUWSTENEN 

╖17de eeuw: religieus utopianisme

- 18de eeuw:  rechtsstaat

      emancipatorisch 
     denken
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EXPANSION; FRONTIER
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GEORGE CALEB BINGHAM, DANIEL BOONE ESCORTING SETTLERS THROUGH TH E 
CUMBERLAND GAP (1851)
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EXPANSION; FRONTIER
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LOUISIANA PURCHASE
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MANIFEST DESTINY
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MANIFEST DESTINY (1845)

And that claim is by the right of our manifest 

destiny to overspread and to possess the 

whole of the continent which Providence has 

given us for the development of the great 

experiment of liberty and federated self-

government entrusted to us. John OôSullivan
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Onontkoombare
lotsbestemming

De 19e-eeuwse overtuiging 

in de Verenigde Staten dat 

het hun goddelijke recht en 

plicht was om uit te breiden 

over het Noord-Amerikaanse 

continent, van de oost- tot 

de westkust (ChatGPT).



MANIFEST DESTINY
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AMERIKAANSE IDEOLOGIE: BOUWSTENEN 

╖17de eeuw: religieus utopianisme

- 18de eeuw: rechtsstaat      
   emancipatorisch denken

- 19de eeuw: a. pluralisme, diversiteit

  b. Manifest Destiny

            Turnerôs Thesis

  

27



28



29



TURNERôS/ FRONTIER THESIS
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TURNERôS THESIS (1893)

The result is that to the frontier the American 

intellect owes its striking characteristics. That 

coarseness and strength combined with 

acuteness and inquisitiveness; that practical, 

inventive turn of mind, quick to find 

expedients; that masterful grasp of material 

things, lacking in the artistic but powerful to 

effect great ends; 32



TURNERôS THESIS (1893)

that restless, nervous energy; that dominant 

individualism, working for good and for evil, 

and withal that buoyancy and exuberance 

which comes with freedom ïthese are traits 

of the frontier, or traits called out elsewhere 

because of the existence of the frontier.
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19DE EEUW

- Turnerôs Thesis
   
Land of opportunity

American Dream: from rags to riches

American Hero
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CHARLES SCHREYVOGEL , BREAKING THROUGH THE LINE, CA1895
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ALBERT BIERSTADT , EMIGRANTS  CROSSING THE PLAINS, 1867



EMANUEL LEUTZE, ñWESTWARD THE COURSE OF EMPIRE TAKES ITS 
WAY.ò  MURAL, US CAPITOL BUILDING (1862)
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